
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 27 February 2007] 

 p102c-103a 
Mr Matt Birney; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

FIMISTON TAILINGS DAMS - STRESS ON VEGETATION AS A RESULT OF SEEPAGE 

1725. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for the Environment 

With reference to a letter dated 17 July 2006 from the Minister for the Environment, reference 220 of 2005 
addressed to Mr J Smith, I ask – 
(1) Can the Minister state and identify all the instances from 1989 to 2005 where there has been, as stated, 

some indication in the past of stress on vegetation as a result of seepage from the Fimiston TSFs?  If 
not, why not? 

(2) Will the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) require KCGM to maintain groundwater 
levels at a depth of greater than 20 metres below the surface given that appellants, as stated, submitted 
numerous publications and scientific papers relating to certain plant species (not necessarily for the 
Southern Goldfields) with root systems that extended to depths greater than 20 metres?  If not, why not? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The Department of Environment and Conservation advises the following; 

(1) The letter relates to an appeal decision that noted there 'may' have been some indication of stress to 
vegetation due to the Fimiston TSF in the past but that there was no evidence to suggest that this is 
currently the case. The question refers to a period of sixteen years and I do not support the use of 
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) resources to collect and collate what information 
may exist. The key issue is that KCGM is required to manage seepage from the TSF such that risk of 
vegetation stress is minimised.  

(2) The appeal decision required that DEC review the information provided by appellants regarding plant 
root systems, and include this in future considerations of KCGM's Seepage and Groundwater 
Management Plan. DEC will review this and other relevant information for the 2007 audit of KCGM’s 
Seepage and Groundwater Management Plan.  

 


